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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/12/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is in response to communications filed 10/12/2006. Claims 1 , 
5, 13 are amended. Claims 2-4 and 6-8 are original. Claims 9-12 and 14-20 have been 
previously presented. 

Response to Arguments 



3. Applicants arguments filed 10/12/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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Regarding claims 1, 5, 13, the applicant argues that Lawler does not teach or 
suggest a display for displaying a plurality of personal channels to viewers on a single 
display and a display presenting visual indicia for allowing a selection of each of the one 
personal channels or simultaneously presenting visual indicia for plurality of personal 
channels. 

In response to argument, Lawler discloses simultaneously displaying a plurality 
of personal channels, such as personal preference and household preference (Figure 
3B). The claim still does not disclose that each television viewer has a separate 
personal channel (such as personal preference channel) displayed on the screen as 
suggested by the applicant. The claim limitations disclose M a plurality of personal 
channels" or "a visual indicia of a personal channel for each of a pluratiy of members" or 
"simultaneously displaying a visula india for each of a plurality of personal channels." 
Lawler discloes a plurality of personal channels for a plurality of viewers in a house and 
programming a personal channel for an individual viewer and the household preference 
channel is a personal channel for each member of the household (Figure 3B). 

The examiner suggests that the applicant more clearly disclose that the personal 
channel as the applicant's disclosure defines personal channel to be personal or 
collaborative and separate personal channels for each viewer as the separate personal 
channels can be the household channel or the personal channel. Lawler discloses that 
personal channels for a plurality of viewers can be household and national preference 
channels (Figure 3B). The current limitations are clearly met by Lawler. 
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Regarding claims 4, 8, 15, the applicant argues the Lawler (5,699,107 and 
hereafter referred to as "Lawler2") does not teach recording a television program via the 
remote control. 

The applicant argues that Lawler2 does not disclose a remote control has means 
for controlling the recording of a TV program. The applicant points to Figures 2 and 5 
and column 10, lines 27-44. Lawler2 clearly discloses that the remote control has 
means for controlling the recording of a television program as the user has to select 
navigation key on the input device and then presses the action key for the desired 
action (Column 10, lines 27-44). The actions are displayed on the screen for selection 
via a remote control. The action is recording and action button is on the remote control 
(Figure 2, Figure 5). Lawlers discloses using the remote cotnrol with the action button 
for controlling recording. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-15, 17-18, as amended, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Lawler et al (US 5,758,259 and hereafter referred to as 
"Lawler"). 

Regarding claim 1, Lawler teaches a television system comprising a display 
having an interactive interface for displaying a plurality of personal channels for a 
plurality of television viewers on the display (Figure 3B, Column 4, lines 43-64, Column 
7, lines 36-53, Column 8, lines 45-50), the display simultaneously presenting a visual 
indicia for each of the personal channels allowing selection of any one of the personal 
channels, the visual indicia being controllable by a remote control to invoke one of the 
personal channels featuring selective programs for one of the individual television 
viewers (Figure 3B, Column 4, lines 43-67, Column 5, lines 1-6), the selective programs 
being programmed into the personal channel of the television system by at least one of 
the following techniques: (i) through explicit information provided by the television 
viewer; through passive information, wherein the system observes what the television 
viewer is watching and automatically develops a profile (Column 2, lines 31-37); through 
collaborative filtering by observing what programs others a household of the television 
viewer have developed their personal channel (Column, 9 lines 35-50); and through a 
combination of all of the above. The USPTO considers Applicant's "at least one of ' 
language to be anticipated by any reference containing one of the subsequent 
corresponding elements. 

Regarding claim 5, Lawler teaches a television system comprising a display 
having an interactive interface for simultaneously displaying a visual indicia for a 
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plurality of personal channels for each of a plurality of members in a household (Figure 
3B and Column 4 lines 43-64, Column 7 lines 35-53, Column 8 lines 45-50 Figure 3B 
shows a visual indicia of a personal channel ("Personal Preference" and "Household 
Preference" channels) when a particular member of the household accesses personal 
content, the display being controllable by a remote control to invoke one of the personal 
channels featuring selective programs for each individual television viewer (Figure 3B, 
Figure 4 and Column 4 lines 43-67, Column 5 lines 1-6), the selective programs being 
programmed into the personal channel the television system by at least one of the 
following techniques: through explicit information provided each television viewer; and 
through passive information wherein the system observes what each television viewer is 
watching and automatically develops a profile (Column 2 lines 31-37). The USPTO 
considers Applicant's "at least one of language to be anticipated by any reference 
containing one of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Regarding claim 13, Lawler teaches a television system comprising: a display 
having an interactive interface that is configured for simultaneously displaying a visual 
indicia for each of a plurality of personal channels (Figure 3B and Column 4 lines 43-64 
and Column 7 lines 35-53, Column 8 lines 45-50 Figure 3B shows a visual indicia of a 
personal channel ("Personal Preference" and "Household Preference" channels) when 
a particular member of the household accesses personal content), the display being 
controllable by a remote control to invoke one of the personal channels featuring a 
selective program for a individual television viewer (Figure 3B, Figure 4 and Column 4 
lines 43-67, Column 5 lines 1-6), the selective program being programmed into the 
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personal channel of the television system by at least one of the following techniques: 
through explicit information provided by each television viewer; and through passive 
information wherein the system observes what each television viewer is watching and 
automatically develops a profile (Column 8 lines 45-67, Column 9 lines 1-38). The 
USPTO considers Applicant's "at least one of language to be anticipated by any 
reference containing one of the subsequent corresponding elements. 

Regarding Claims 2, 6 and 14, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 1 , 5 
and 13 respectively. Lawler teaches wherein the remote control has means for scrolling 
about the display (Figure 3C, Figure 4 directional control keypad 90 and Column 4 lines 
58-67 and Column 5 lines 1-7). 

Regarding Claims 3, 7 and 15, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 1, 5, 
1 3 respectively. Lawler teaches wherein the remote control has means for controlling 
the splitting of the display (Figure 3C, Figure 4, Action Button 91, Menu Button 93, 
Column 4, lines 58-67, Column 5, lines 1-51 Menu button or Action button activate the 
split display of Figure 3C). 

Regarding Claims 9, 12 and 17, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 1, 5 
and 13 respectively. Lawler teaches wherein the display is controlled by a 
computational processing element (Figure 2 and Column 3 lines 62-67, Column 4 lines 
1-42). 

Regarding Claims 10, 11, 18, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 1, 5 
and 13 respectively. Lawler teaches wherein the remote control has an actuating 
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mechanism that allows selection of one of the visual indicia for the plurality of personal 
channels (Figure 3B, Figure 4 and Column 4 lines 43-67, Column 5 lines 1-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lawler in view of Lawler et al (US 5,699,107 and hereafter referred to as 
"Lawler2"). 

Regarding claims 4, 8, and 16, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 1, 5 
and 13 respectively. Lawler teaches wherein the remote control has means controlling 
various functions of the interactive station (Figure 3C, Figure 4 directional control 
keypad 90, Action Button 91 , and Column 417-26, 58-67 and Column 5 lines 1-7). 
Lawler does not specifically state that one of these functions is the recording of a 
television program. An interactive station with a function to record a television program 
is well known in the art as taught by Lawler2 (Figure 2, Figure 5 and Column 10 lines 
27-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lawler to equip the interactive station with a 
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function that allowed a user to record a television program, thereby giving the remote 
control a means for controlling the recording of a program as taught by Lawler2 to 
prevent a user from failing to view desired programming (Column 1 lines 24-27) as 
disclosed by Lawler2. 

8. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lawler in view of Florin et al (US 5,621 ,456 and hereafter referred to as "Florin"). 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Lawler discloses all the limitations of Claims 13 and 
1 respectively. Lawler fails to teach wherein the remote control is a voice recognition 
system. In analogous art, Florin teaches a method and apparatus for audiovisual 
interface for the display of multiple program categories (Figure 28) and frequently 
watched programs for multiple users (Figure 31). Florin teaches a user, can make 
programming selections by speaking commands into a speaker in a remote control by 
using voice recognition technology (Column 22, lines 42-62). Florin is evidence the use 
of voice recognition is a remote control would have been well known. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Lawler to include the claimed voice recognition in a remote control for 
the benefit of enabling a user to speak commands in lieu of having or physically enter 
commands into a remote control. 
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Conclusion 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 



FEH 

May 1 1 , 2007 




